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therefore never forget, in seeing a malicious act, that he who perpetrates it, must be very unhappy, and that the surest way of giving him in his inmost heart a wholesome wound is to recompense his evil with good. For he too, however deeply entangled in affirmation, is a man, and in every man slumbers the spirit of denial, and there is none in whom it may not be awakened. This cannot be done by preaching morality (which as a rule is but turned to ridicule) but by practising it. For love is a fire which kindles wherever it reaches and can melt, if only hot.enough, even stone and iron.
Remark.—Like malice, revenge, which is closely akin to it, pursues as ultimate- aim another's suffering. But it is far more pardonable, because here it is not a high degree of egoism, but injury inflicted by others which drives us to cool the heat* of our own suffering by the aspect of the torments of him who is guilty of it. Hence revenge is often overcome in the very moment of execution by pity, which with malice is not so easily the case, because malice is rooted in egoism which excludes pity as its opposite pole.—Very different from revenge is punishment; the aim of the one is to injure, of the other to better, and therefore to benefit, like the physician whose hand we bless even when it cuts, even when it burns. —Of this we shall speak further on.
§ 265. As from causality springs the necessity of all our action, so from space and time .arises the egoism in which it is rooted. As little therefore as we can imagine a free action, that is one not determined by motives, so little is it possible to conceive,

